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Its First Sixty Years 1907- 1966
THE DOYLESTOWN NATURE CLUB
ITS FIRST SIXTY YEARS
Dedicated to
MARIE JAMES KISTER
…a devoted and beloved member for more than fifty years of
the club her mother founded. Concerned with conservation
and beautification, she was interested in having the history of
the club written down, so that future members could read it –
and perhaps be inspired by it.
She undertook the research for this paper, and started to delve
with relish into the old notebooks; but due to illness, was
unable to continue. Miss Emily E. Clymer took over the
material, and read a large part of this paper on the sixtieth
anniversary of the club, on June 12, 1967. Mrs. Kister was able
to be present, and thoroughly enjoyed these kaleidoscopic
glimpses of the club in which she played such an important
part.
A selection of books devoted to all aspects of nature has been
donated to the Melinda Cox Library in her memory.
Illustrations by Alida DiNardo.
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TO MY MOTHER
Of all the gifts you’ve given me
I cherish most the gift to see
The beauty that is everywhere
Around us, and which all can share.
And yet so many blindly go
Because they have no one to show
Them Venus, twinkling like an eye
In the early evening sky
Or that the willows first pale leaf
Is the balm of winter’s grief
But to learn from winter’s mood
The thoughtful fruits of solitude.
With a zest that never ages
You have traced for me the stages
Of the birds in constant flight.
There’s the hooting owl, at night
And the Morning dove’s refrain
Prophesying “It will rain.”
That with patience one must stay
To catch the warblers on their way,
Flitting so elusively
In and out the apple tree.
You have taught me that the glory
Of the Autumn is a story
That anew each year is told
Printed red, on leaves of gold.
Nature’s every form and sign
You have made forever mine.
… Marie James Kister
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THE DOYLESTOWN NATURE CLUB
On this, our 60th anniversary, I would like to share with you
some of the interesting and amusing items I have found tucked
away in ancient minute books and scrap books. To many of
you it will be an old story, but we have new members who have
said they would like to know of our beginning.
I wish all of you could have known our founder, Mrs. Irvin M.
James, the mother of Marie James Kister, who is with us today.
Mrs. James was one of the outstanding civic leaders in
Doylestown. Her activities were varied and many, but she was
particularly interested in every phase of nature, conservation
and community beautification. She was a small, vivacious
woman, with sparkling eyes, a ready smile and a keen sense of
humor. She had a decided flair for clothes – I remember her
stylish hats particularly – and she graced many a pubic and
social function. She loved people and was most cordial to
newcomers, many of whom got their first introduction to
Doylestown through the friendly welcome of Mrs. James, soon
afterward followed with, “Won’t you join the Nature Club?”
It all started in February, 1907, when Mrs. James invited a few
friends to tea and broached the subject of starting a club to
learn more about nature. Her friends could not resist her
enthusiasm and were signed up on the spot as charter
members. There were, in addition to Mrs. James, Mrs. T.O.
Atkinson (at that time Miss Ellen Smith), Mrs. William C. Ryan,
Mrs. William Mason, Mrs. Louis Buckman, Mrs. George Watson
and Mrs. Henry Arnold Todd. To form a club of this sort was an
unusual thing to do at that date, when interest in the
preservation of the natural beauties of the country was at a low
ebb, looked upon with skepticism and amused tolerance. But
3

The First Sixty Years 1907-1966
the original seven were able to persuade some of their friends
to join them, so that by the end of the first year they numbered
twenty-five.
The first formal meeting, and the beginning of the minute book,
was on February 19, 1907. Mrs. James was elected president,
Miss Smith vice-president and Mrs. Ryan recording secretary.
Mrs. Ryan, who was the wife of Judge Ryan and therefore
expected to know about such things, was appointed to frame a
constitution. Article II stated: ”The object of this society shall
be to cultivate an interest in all outdoor study, to promote a
keener interest in bird study and to do whatever may tend to
cultivate swift, accurate and close observation, and to open our
eyes to the delights that Nature holds within our reach and to
quicken an interest in branches of nature study.” Meetings
were to be held the second and fourth Mondays in each month
with a field day in between, weather permitting.
Mrs. James immediately put the members to work. Their first
study assignment was the woodpecker, and when the nature
lovers again assembled, on February 25, not a single aspect of
that bird was left unexplored, even to how it uses its tail when
climbing a tree. Another early meeting was devoted to bird
songs, and they were illustrated on the piano by one of the
more musical members. The meetings always included in their
program a talk or paper carefully prepared by one of the
members on some facet of nature. Some of the other early
topics were: “The Difference between Moths and Butterflies”;
“Wildflowers in Their Native Haunts”; “Our Avian Neighbors”;
“Birds as Weed Destroyers,” and a thorough study of the
American skunk.
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Birds seemed to be a favorite subject and I could not help but
be amused when reading over the names of early members I
came across three species listed in the membership: Mrs.
Nightingale, Miss Martin and Mrs. Bunting.

Members outdid themselves in hunting for interesting
specimens to bring to club meetings – an early version of “show
and tell.” Such curios as a mud fish skeleton, lava from
Vesuvius, hornets’ nets and fossil ripple marks brought forth
appropriate “ohs” and “ahs,” which no doubt turned to shrieks
when a live snake being exhibited at the March 14, 1910
meeting accidentally got loose. A cryptic entry in the minutes
of March 27, 1911 states: “Miss Marie Newell introduced her
alligator as a new study of animal nature.” Sad to say, the only
alligators that come to modern day Nature Club meetings
appear in the guise of handbags and shoes!
But larger concerns were not neglected. In September of the
first year a letter was dispatched to the state game warden
expressing the need for a local game warden to enforce existing
laws set up for the protection of insectivorous birds. The killing
of a rare blue heron in the neighborhood had brought forth the
ire of the club. A strong stand was taken against the killing of
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gaily plumaged birds for the sake of fashion. As someone put it,
the place for a Bird of Paradise plume is on the Bird of Paradise.
A letter was sent to the County Commissioners calling attention
to electric light wires in the trees. A petition was made to Town
Council asking for the appointment of a tree commissioner with
a view to beautifying the town. This was rejected at that time,
but Council did move that an advisory committee of three be
appointed to consult with Council (3/1912). The so-called “ tree
butchers” were castigated. I quote from the annual report of
1915: “Again the tree butcher has been abroad in the town and
played havoc with a number of fine trees. One of the town’s
greatest attractions has been its fine trees but if present
methods of trimming are allowed there will be very little beauty
left to admire. What can we do about it?”

Being ardent bird lovers, the age-old relationship of cats to
birds was deplored and a Committee to Suppress Vagrant Cats
was appointed. But the effort to pass an ordinance in
Doylestown taxing pet cats and eliminating stray ones in the
interest of birds did not meet with success. As a little article in
the Intelligencer humorously put it – “Have your cats join the
Red Cross and insure their protection from the Doylestown
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Nature Club. Two cats – Floppet and Scamp – joined yesterday
and are now exempt from being drafted into the army of cats
which the Nature Club hopes in the future to mobilize and
encamp for the purpose of bird protection.”
In addition to the twice-monthly meetings, field days were
enjoyed in between. The first of these was held on April 22,
1907. It was an ideal spring day and the group assembled at the
terminus of the Newtown trolley and proceeded to Rich’s
Woods (now the Doylestown Country Club.) Innumerable birds
were seen and duly noted, as well as trees and wildflowers. On
the way home one lucky member spotted the nest of a field
mouse, a discovery important enough to be included in the
minutes.
When one reads about these “bouts with nature,” one is
amazed at the vigor and stamina of these women. In their long
skirts, high-button shoes, shirtwaist and sailor hats they often
arose at dawn, hiked for two or three hours before ending up
for a “gypsy breakfast” at a member’s home. All-day outings
were frequently held; they combed Haycock Mountain, held
oyster roasts at Tohickon Park, enjoyed cross-country tramps
through the snow, feeding the birds as they went.
The annual canal trip was a great event and must have been a
real endurance contest. For instance, on June 12, 1915, they
left Doylestown at 8:45 A.M. on the trolley for Wycombe and
thence to New Hope by train. The boat left the dock in New
Hope at 10:30 and they arrived at Kintnersville, a distance of
twenty-four miles, in time for a picnic supper. Takeing the
trolley from Kintnersville back to Doylestown, they reached
home as the courthouse clock tolled off the stroke of midnight.
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At least once a year they were entertained at the country home
of Miss Laura Haines (whom many of you remember) at
Buckingham. After one such occasion, the affair having started
early in the day, the account states: “At 7:00 the club started for
home, some by wagon and a few energetic ones on foot.”
One night under the stars was particularly memorable: the
night of June 26, 1916. They left Doylestown in the evening via
trolley for Dark Hollow. At the trolley terminus they walked 3
1/2 miles – through a shower – and arrived at their destination
after nightfall, after many startling adventures. The campsite
was lighted by lanterns, torches and fireflies. The rain which
had blighted the early evening cleared away, the clouds
vanished and stars came out just in time for a fine lecture on
“The Stars” by Professor William Henry Frome. At midnight a
large campfire was started and coffee and sandwiches were
served. Miss Anna K. Bewley related: The Legend of Dark
Hollow,” followed by competition singing between the Nature
Club and the bull frogs. When they finally turned in for the
night, a sentry walked to and fro swinging a lantern and calling
out: “All’s well,” with a refrain from the members: “Curfew
must not ring tonight.” In the gray dawn of the next morning,
after devouring a “gypsy breakfast,” the campers straggled back
to the trolley for their ride home. Small wonder that one
husband who came to meet the trolley barely recognized his
wife!
An annual event was the picnic supper held at the lovely old
home of the Todd’s on Pebble Hill Road. After an afternoon of
nature study, a wonderful supper was enjoyed, with husbands
and friends included. At dusk the initiation of new members
took place; they had to roll down a hill near the house!
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At this picnic meeting in 1915 a masque, or play, written by
Leigh Mitchell Hodges, well-known Doylestown writer, was
presented. The theme was bird protection, and the beneficent
effects of our feathered friends were dramatically set forth.
This type of tableau was fashionable at the time among people
interested in wild bird protection and one had been presented
in New Hampshire under the patronage of Mrs. Woodrow
Wilson in 1913. In the Club’s Bird Masque the newspaper
account says: “To the faint strains of a violin, living birds
seemed to fly from every bough and with graceful movements
each told of their value to man and of the protection which was
due them. A charming sylvan spectacle.” In the cast at the
memorable event, Marie Kister was the bluebird, Helen Ryan
the robin, Anna Fell the bobolink, and Gladys Hayman Mellott
the thrasher. It was repeated for charity the following year at a
lovely estate in Chestnut Hill before 2,000 visitors, and later was
copied all over the country.
In 1912 Dr. Henry C. Mercer established a bird sanctuary on his
estate, Fonthill, and put it under the protection of the Nature
Club. Dr. Mercer, founder of the Mercer Museum, had long
been a friend of the Club. Under his supervision the Club
planted one thousand white pine seedlings and many trees of
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larger growth on the northwestern part of the estate. The little
Stone House, a quaint old stone farmhouse of the estate, built
between 1765-75, was renovated by Dr. Mercer for the use of
the Club and for many years it was used as their museum,
housing natural history collections of various kinds. In May,
1917, Dr. Mercer welcomed fifty members to the formal
opening of the Little House. Above the door he had placed in
tile these lines: WHO LEARNS WILL LOVE AND NOT
DESTROY/THE CREATURES LIFE THE FLOWERS JOY.
Unfortunately, in later years it had to be abandoned because of
vandalism.
Dr. Mercer also fixed up and made available for Nature Club
meetings a room situated over the garage called “Pavilion
Terrace,” where we still have an occasional meeting. He also
designed the monument at the south entrance to Fonthill
making a row of elms planted in memory of deceased members
of the Club.
The Arboretum, started at Fonthill in 1928, was a cherished
dream of Dr. Mercer’s. The Nature Club planted 91 trees native
to Pennsylvania under his guidance, and they were marked with
Mercer tile labels. In his will two codicils mention this
arboretum and its relation to the Nature Club. In one, dated
less than a month before his death (February 18, 1930) he
wrote: “I earnestly desire the grounds surrounding my house at
Fonthill shall be while still under the general control of the
trustees, under the special management of the Doylestown
Nature club for an arboretum….”
At the time of Dr. Mercers’ death, in 1930, the Nature Club
passed the following resolution: “That the Doylestown Nature
Club carry out the wishes of the late Dr. Mercer by continuing
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the Arboretum and by caring for the grounds at Fonthill
according to his last will and testament.” While the grounds are
now under the supervision of the Bucks County Park Board, the
Nature Club still has a role as consultant and adviser.
The tenth anniversary of the club in 1917 was a gala affair with
a luncheon at the Fountain House. Members and guests were
greeted by the seven original charter members and twelve
luncheon tables representing the twelve months were
appropriately decorated. By this time membership had grown
to 145. A poem written by Mrs. Rice and sung to the tune of
JOHN BROWN’s BODY was one of the highlights. The Club
Prophecy foretold great things for the Club. Among those
things destined to be accomplished were: abolish cats by a bill
introduced in Congress by a Nature Club member; plant 5000
trees in Doylestown; buy Buckingham Mountain and
appropriate $50,000 from the Club treasury to plant the
mountain with native wild flowers; establish a 500 acre bird
preserve above Chalfont; discover the Fountain of Youth right
here in Bucks County, and only members of the Nature Club
were to know the secret of its location!
Another intriguing item gleaned from the records was the
sighting of the first English starling in Bucks County in 1909. A
local farmer shot into a flock of what he thought were
blackbirds. On picking up a bird he realized it was a species he
had never seen before. Naturally Mrs. James, the president of
the Nature Club and the chief authority on birds in these parts,
was called in and pronounced it an English Starling. This news,
of course, was printed in the Intelligencer and the strange new
bird was later mounted for all to see.
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In 1922 the pick holly hock was the flower advocated by the
Club to be grown as profusely as possible so as to be
conspicuous to tourists passing through the town.
A newspaper battle raged over the kingfisher: the Nature Club
championed the birds, defying the local fishermen who were
determined to destroy the species, because they ate too many
of the fish they wanted to catch!

In the spring of 1918 the topic of one of the meetings was “April
Showers.” A play entitled “The Flowers” was put on by the
newly formed Junior Nature Club, and the junior members,
dressed in appropriate costumes, appeared as flowers. The role
of Mother Earth was taken by Miss Margaret Meade, later to
become the famous anthropologist and writer.
In 1925 Mrs. James tendered her resignation as president, an
office she had held for eighteen years. It was regretfully
accepted, and Miss Laura Anderson succeeded her.
As the years went by one reads less and less about the
strenuous “bouts with Nature” – no more oyster roasts, gypsy
breakfasts, nights under the stars; the emphasis turned more to
flower shows, gardens, conservation and culture in general.
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This change is reflected in a poem found tucked in between the
pages of a scrap book – in pencil – unsigned; but I recognized
the handwriting of Marie Kister:
When we were one and numbered sevenHow long ago that seemsOur limbs, tho always so well hidden
Could carry us thru’ streams.
Or up to Haycock’s very top,
Across the fields and valley,
No wind did blow, or snow did fall
But out we’d bravely sally.
Yet now that we are twenty-one
Our limbs have seemed to fail up,
And though they’re very plainly seen,
That’s all – they don’t avail us.
Why, once we’d walk five miles at down
To hear a sparrow twitter,
Or rise at midnight for a week
To catch a comet’s glitter.
But now the only meeting
To which many members go
Is the one with transportation
Provided to and fro.

However, the club branched out in many ways. The Plant
Exchange – an annual event – was started about 1920. (This is a
misnomer, as many a delighted recipient of our plants knows:
divisions of perennials from our gardens are given away; they
are especially cherished by new home owners who face starting
a garden from scratch.)
The planting around the 104th Regiment monument was
improved, and the little plot across from the present post office,
which so many of us have worked on, was a concern as far back
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as 1927. A strong stand was taken against billboards.
Assistance was offered in beautifying the Bucks County
Historical Society grounds. Citizens were urged to make their
backyards more attractive. Crusades were held against the tent
caterpillars. Mrs. Shoemaker was chairman of the Flowers for
Flowerless Committee: vast quantities of cut flowers were sent
into Philadelphia during the summer for those without flowers.
Arbor Day was usually celebrated by distributing hundreds of
small trees among school children.
In 1949 our club became the sponsor of the Bluebell Trail in
Bowman’s Hill State Wildflower Preserve, pledging an annual
contribution, plant material, and the labor of the members.
Our trail, which features Virginia Bluebells (Mertensia) is one of
the prettiest in the preserve. A committee is responsible for
supervision of the trail, weeding, keeping markers legible,
attending meetings of the preserve committee, and consulting
with that committee on additional plantings.
In 1954 Mrs. James died. She never lost her lively concern for
young people, and for that reason the Nature Club felt that a
memorial in the form of assistance to a young woman in the
study of nature seemed a most fitting tribute. In a resolution
adopted in September, 1956, a scholarship was established to
the Pennsylvania School of Horticulture (now a part of Temple
University).
The following decade was highlighted by several open house
tours, featuring imaginative flower arrangements. One year we
featured Christmas decorations in eighteenth century,
Victorian, and contemporary houses. Another involved homes
decorated for various holidays; will we ever forget the floral owl
and the spider web at the Halloween house, or the fantastic
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Easter bunny? Proceeds from these tours were put into a
capital fund, the income from which helps pay the tuition each
year of a student selected by the school, preferably from Bucks
County.
Our fiftieth anniversary in 1957 was an outstanding event. It
was celebrated by a two-day flower show, called “Half a
Century.” Mrs. A.M. Heritage designed a tremendous birthday
cake composed of hundreds of gold marigolds, topped by a bird
in a gilded cage. Our club was awarded the Flower Show
Achievement Purple Ribbon by the National Council of State
Garden Clubs.
For many years, yards of swags were woven of greens from our
gardens and taken to the Valley Forge Military Hospital at
Christmas time.
In 1964, a newly formed Beautification Committee planted a
block of West Court Street, and then tackled the sadly
overgrown grounds of the Reading Railroad Station. Truckloads
of litter were carted away; an approving neighbor donated a
bulldozer to demolish the poison-ivy-infested shrubs; finally,
with the eager assistance of the Delaware Valley College boys,

flowering trees, evergreens and tubs of geraniums were planted
– and watered from the only source, the men’s room in the
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station! Again, we assembled at the Fountain House – not for a
gala luncheon, but for our yearly sale of annuals on the front
porch; profits help pay for the new plantings. Several SearsRoebuck community Improvement awards have also swelled
the treasury.
One of our committees has just bestowed upon a new
elementary school the nucleus of an arboretum of native trees.
Birds? Yes, we still have enthusiastic group of bird watchers,
and we make an annual contribution to the Washington
Crossing Education Center. But we no longer play their songs
on the piano; we do it now by tape-recorder!
None of our charter members is still alive, but we are very
proud that six of our present members have been in the club for
fifty years or more. They are: Mrs. Fell, Mrs. Kister, Miss Ryan,
Mrs. Boyer, Mrs. Van Artsdalen and Mrs. Mellott.
It seems to me that an appropriate way to close this brief
history is to quote another of Marie Kister’s charming little
poems. This one appeared on the cover of our 1941 yearbook:
Who makes a garden is an artist, too.
She paints upon a canvas brown
Flowers of every hue
And frames it widely in a bower of green,
Then hangs it in her memory
To hold the summer scene
Through wintry days.
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As the Doylestown Nature Club celebrates its 100th
Anniversary, we reflect on the changes of the past 40 years
since our last publication. Goals set by the founders remain the
same and new challenges face us.
We continue to find natural venues to explore. Our monthly
programs are centered on learning about what is happening in
our environment concerning animal, vegetable and
mineral. Due to today’s working woman, our median age has
advanced and we no longer somersault down the hills….
Picking up from the last publication in 1967, the club’s 60th
Anniversary was celebrated at the country home of Mrs.
William R. Conn. Mrs. Conn lived in Bedminster near Dublin in a
charming 100 year old farmhouse. Miss Emily Clymer narrated
the club history during the gathering and the members
enthusiastically sang the club song written for the 10th
anniversary. Where are the words and music to the club song?
In 1968 a Fonthill committee was formed to clean debris from
the little stone house and paths in the woods at Fonthill. The
members planted and cared for flower urns while a feeding
station for birds was maintained by Ruth Dyer.
In 1970 the Nature Club participated in The Village Fair, a
community event sponsored by the
Doylestown Junior Woman’s club.
It was a benefit for Doylestown
Hospital. The Nature Club received
a certificate for their participation
and continued to do so for the
entire 30 years that The Village Fair
existed. Each year members
enthusiastically collected flats of
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seedlings, pots of flowers, shrubs, bushes and young trees from
local florists and nurseries. Spring arrived late in 1990 and
Lorraine Brown arrived with a pot of chicken soup to keep the
volunteers warm. The gardeners delighted in giving instructions
for the care and keeping of their wares. Their booth was always
a great success and they often ran out of supplies before the
day was over. They were the only booth with their own water
supply, needed of course, to keep their products from wilting.
The first Nature Club Bazaar was held November 9, 1971 at the
James Lorah House. The members
made all of the crafts from natural
materials in the kitchen of Lois Rulon.
The event planned as a pilot project
and billed as "Creative Gifts from
Nature" was successful beyond all
expectation and became an annual
event for 25 years. Due to the
popularity of the bazaar, people
would line up at the door an hour
early hoping to get first choice for the well-crafted items. All
proceeds from the bazaar were used to support Nature Club
scholarships and community projects.
A specially designed "Doylestown Bench" inlaid with Mercer
Tiles was presented to Doylestown Borough in 1971 to help
enhance the appearance of the downtown area. Four benches
were installed. A letter of thanks was received from John
Mason, President of Borough Council.
The first "Mercer Mile" celebration was held on October 21,
1972. Jean Lyng was in charge of a flower cart loaded with
donated flowers from member’s gardens. Mary Seymour was
in charge of the Nature Club hostesses at Fonthill. This yearly
celebration began at Fonthill and proceeded to the Mercer
Museum which was exactly one mile. In 1978 members made
Christmas tree ornaments and walked from Fonthill to the
18
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Mercer museum to place them on the tree.
Since 1920 the Doylestown Nature Club has always sponsored
an annual community plant exchange. Club members and the
public bring plants from their gardens which they divide and
exchange with others; it is always a huge success.
The Doylestown Sesquicentennial in 1988 found the Nature
Club members
actively
participating. A
plant exchange took
place at Fonthill on
Saturday, May 7th
and Burpee seed
packets were
distributed. This
was followed by a
walking tour of Font Hill and an afternoon garden tour of the
member’s lovely gardens. The gardens on display were owned
by Mrs. Dora Fink, Mrs. M. Sheaffer, Mrs. Doris Neis, Mrs. Lois
McClintock and Mrs. A. Rufe.
The Nature Club went "all out"
for the Memorial Day
parade. Former Club
Presidents, dressed in 1912
costumes, rode in two carriages
and an antique touring car
decorated with flowers and
greens. Other club members,
also in 1912 dress, marched
alongside the vehicles carrying
colorful parasols while
members in current dress
pushed a floral cart. Packages of Burpee seeds were given out
along the parade route.
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In 1992 trees were planted in memory of deceased members
and one was planted for Dora Fink’s husband in recognition of
his many contributions to the Nature Club.
In 1972, while serving as President of DNC, Lois Rulon did a
pencil rendition of Fonthill’s "Little House in the Woods." Lois
had note cards made from her drawing which were sold at
Fonthill, Moravian Tile Works and Peace Valley Nature Center;
the proceeds were used for improvements on the house. These
cards are still being used by the DNC.
During the 90’s the club received an award for improving the
borough of Doylestown and our names were placed on a
commemorative marker for helping to restore the Borough
Dam area.
Dora Fink spearheaded a
project to plant flowers
on a strip of ground near
the Doylestown Hospital
access ramp from Route
611. Dora and other club
members planted 10
bushels of daffodils and
many lilies and the area is
ablaze with color during the bloom of each Spring..
In 2004 Erik Fleischer established the Louise Fleischer Memorial
Foundation in honor of his wife who was a DNC Vice President
when she was killed in a tragic automobile accident. Erik will
present a check annually to Delaware Valley College to be used
to sponsor an intern in Horticulture.
While Pat Powell was president in 2005, the club voted to
present a $5,000 check to the Peace Valley Nature Center to be
used toward the rebuilding of their solar green house.
Lucy Siegfried and Susan Leamer published a 100th Anniversary
20
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DNC cookbook with recipes submitted by members and local
chefs. Lois Rulon gave permission to use her drawing of the
"Little House in the Woods" on the cover of the cookbook and
Earl Handy sketched all of the dividers used to separate recipe
categories.
During the 1920’s and 30’s the
club sponsored a Jr. Nature
Club. Current Club members,
Jody Hansel and Gerry Happ
were once part of that group. A
fond memory was cooking
breakfast over a homemade
charcoal stove at the "Little House in the Woods." To
commemorate this event a "gypsy breakfast" was held at Peace
Valley Park in October of 2005 with 12 club members
attending. In October 2006 a group of 18 members gathered to
make their coffee can stoves and cook their eggs, bacon and
muffins in the light drizzle, accompanied by much laughter and
reminiscing.
In December 2006 the DNC celebrated its centennial year with a
formal tea and program at the James Lorah house. Jody Hansell
and Vicky Smith baked an elaborate three-tiered cake to be
served and membership chairman Susan Leamer presented pins
to members who had belonged to the club for 20 years or
more.
Donna Fischer and her committee selected the design for a
100th anniversary tile. It was designed by Erika Bonner and is a
replica of the "Little House in the Woods" drawn by Lois Rulon.
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Other exciting events
planned by the 100th
anniversary committee,
headed by Jody Hansell
and Janice Bauman,
include past traditions
such as giving away 200
trees on Arbor day,
participating in the Memorial Day Parade with members riding
in a trolley and others walking carrying the club banner and
Burpee seeds being distributed along the parade route.
A special May luncheon at
Pearl Buck Estate featuring
a reenactment of the 1915
play about birds was held.
Shown here is a picture of
the original play written by
Leigh Mitchell Hodges,
well-known Doylestown
writer performed in 1915 and described in “Its First Sixty Years.”
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The members strive to preserve the legacy of the DNC as an
organization dedicated to educating its participants in the joys
of nature. Here’s to another 100 years!
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Since its inception, Doylestown Nature Club has been forward
thinking. Members were ahead of the curve, for example, when
in 1907 they were photographed wearing hiking boots exploring
the natural world in their town. Nature Club members in the
1930s were ahead of their time
in encouraging the protection
and conservation of native
plants when they helped to
build trails at Bowman’s Hill
Wildflower Preserve. The 1970s
and 1980s saw club members implementing the
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle ecological mantra in a big way. The
Nature Club’s Christmas Bazaar reflected their commitment to
the environment by making and selling items made exclusively
from natural materials. In the 21st century the Doylestown
Nature Club continues to provide programs and experiences
that are forward thinking about all things environmental.

Provide a Love of Nature
The founders of the Nature Club outlined goals in 1902 that still
guide the club today. “To
provide a love of nature”
continued to be a primary
goal throughout 20082015. Howard Eskin, noted
local nature photographer,
presented to the club in
December 2009, February
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2014, and October 2015 his extraordinary images, certainly
inspired club members to love and respect the natural world.
“Photographing Nature Is Not for the Birds” included photos of
birds, butterflies, mushrooms, and more, many taken at Peace
Valley Park. Other photos were taken at the Smiths’ farm in
Pineville, the Siegfrieds’ bluebird-filled backyard in New Britain,
and the Brigantine, NJ National Wildlife Refuge. Members will
always remember Eskin’s saying “All mushrooms are edible:
some only once.” Following the lecture on mushrooms the club
went mushroom hunting at Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve.
Inveterate hiker Mary Ann Nisley shared her personal love of
nature in her talk “Adventures of an Older Hiker on the
Appalachian Trail” in September 2012. This amazing
octogenarian arrived at the meeting dressed ready for the trail
from hat to boots and used her backpack to illustrate her talk
about hiking sections of the Application Trail alone for months
at a time over many years. Her stories were not only about the
natural world but also about the people she met on and near
the trail. For example, there was the trucker who gave her a
much-needed lift and the couple who invited her in for a
shower and a good night’s sleep. DNC members were inspired
to pick up our walking sticks and get outside no matter how old
we are!

Protect Birds, Animals, and Wildflowers
The club hosted speakers that fulfilled its second stated goal,
“to protect birds, animals, and wildflowers from destruction
and to conserve our natural resources.”
In May 2014 Steve Saffier, director of PA Audubon at Home,
spoke to the club about the habitat restoration initiative called
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“Bird Town” and backyard birding. It came as a surprise to some
of us when he said that the birds in our backyards don’t need
us, we need them. We feed them for our own enjoyment and
enlightenment. Steve also emphasized the importance of native
plants to the nurturing of native birds.
Ray Hendrick, chair of the Doylestown Township Environmental
Advisory Council and local expert on bluebirds, spoke to the
club in March 2015 about birds as
well. He is a self-described “analog
guy in a digital world” who held up
calendar illustrations of various
cavity-nesting birds in his
delightful, old-fashioned noncomputer-generated program. He
shared his knowledge of Bucks
County birding hotspots including
the Buckingham Wetlands where he led a DNC bird walk the
following week. He
also demonstrated
his concern about
invasive non-native
plants like the
Bradford pear tree
that he despises to
the degree that he
chops saplings on his
walks. Ray’s program fee for the talk and the walk consisted of a
chocolate cake and chocolate brownies.
Other speakers who presented on birds, animals, and plants
included the following: Bucks County master gardeners JoAnne
Waddell and Bonnie Olliver, PA butterfly expert Ray Mikula,
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Tinicum Township butterfly protectors and photographers Bob
and Pat Whitacre, Fairmount Park tree historian Ken LeRoy, and
Warrington resident Denise Bash, a consultant for the
International Fund for Animal Welfare, spoke about her work
after the Moore, Oklahoma tornado and the work Animal
Lifeline was doing at the Jersey Shore after hurricane Sandy.
Denise stressed the importance of preparing appropriately for
your pets in case of a disaster as well. Her presentation brought
members to tears when the service dog she brought with her
sat next to one of our members who had a service dog of her
own. All of them shared their knowledge and passion with club
members, deepening our appreciation and understanding of
their areas of expertise.

Beautify the Community
A third goal of the Nature Club is “to beautify the community.”
For close to 100 years the DNC
has held a Community Plant
Exchange, usually held on the
first Saturday in May. Members
are encouraged to divide and
share plants from their gardens
to give to new members of the Doylestown Community so that
they can start gardens of their own. The exchange introduces
people to the Club while sharing the abundance of our home
gardens. Widespread in the Doylestown community, in part
because of this plant sharing, are iris, daylilies, violets, hostas,
and many natives such as wood poppy, fringed bleeding heart,
and Jacob’s ladder.
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The Club participated in the Bucks Beautiful Garden Fair for
many years. Members created
birdhouses out of gourds,

bluebird nesting boxes, gnomes
out of lotus pods, hypertufa
planters, and garden totems to sell to the community. In 2013
the club members participated in the Pearl Buck 100th Birthday
Celebration for which members created hypertufa planters and
manned a DNC table.

Educate
A fourth goal of the Club is “to
educate in the field of
nature.” Many educational
opportunities to learn were
afforded our members and
guests. This extended to
greater international
understanding when Professor Jim Diamond from Delaware
Valley University shared his animal bell collection in a December
2013 program titled “Domestic Animal Bells from around the
World.” These bells came in all shapes and sizes, and were
once worn by a water buffalo in China, a sheep in Bulgaria, a
yak in Tibet and a camel in Saudi Arabia to name a few.
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Pineville resident Walter Cullerton, past president of the
northeast region of the American Conifer Society, spoke to the
club in November 2008 about the more
than 250 conifers that grow in his own
3-acre garden. In April 2009 Shelly
Dillard, plant propagator at the Morris
Arboretum of the University of PA,
spoke to the club about maintaining and
managing the Dorrance H. Hamilton
Fernery, the only freestanding fernery in
the United States.
In September 2014, Chris May spoke to the club about the
Doylestown Cemetery’s
classification as an
arboretum and he
discussed the care of
trees and the treatments
for diseases such as
Emerald Ash Bore which
has invaded Bucks
County. The club then
toured Morris Arboretum to learn more about trees and ferns.
In October 2015 Tammy Schane spoke on “Tales of the
Tombstones.” The Nature
Club toured the
Doylestown Cemetery a
few days after Tammy’s
lecture to learn more
about the tombstones and
the history of Bucks
County.
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One of our members, Jeannine Mitchell, and Bucks County
Conservation District
educator Mary Ellen
Noonan, performed
their skit “The
Adventures of Dr.
Lepidoptera and
Monica” to the club in
April 2015. Members
learned about the amazing metamorphosis and migration of
monarch butterflies.
Club members were given many educational opportunities
about gardens and plants by the following presenters. Susan M.
Bunkin, of the Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society and National
Garden Club flower judge, spoke on everything you’ve ever
wanted to know about dahlias in February 2008 and September
2013. In May 2010 Sandy Stiegler, master gardener, spoke on
cottage gardening, a style that appeals to many members with
small garden spaces.
In April 2014 David Benner
introduced his lifelong
passion for moss gardening
by sharing his fabulous New
Hope moss gardens.

In October 2014 Chase Rosade , international bonsai master,
brought 25 of his bonsai plants to our meeting and pruned each
and every one while he spoke. In March 2014 Carter Van Dyke,
noted Doylestown landscape designer, spoke on “Sparkle in the
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Garden” about the beauty that hardscaping, stone and other
materials, can transform a garden space. Carter spoke in the
spring of 2015 on “Japanese Gardens” and told us about his trip
to Japan.
As a follow-up study on Japanese
gardening and Japanese culture
the club toured the Nakashima
woodworking studio located in
New Hope, PA.
The club made a concerted effort
to provide related field trips after
as many presentations as possible.
Often members carpooled and had
lunch on the site of the trip. Here is
a short list of the other places we traveled to: Susan Bunkin’s
dahlia gardens, Hortulus Farm, Easton’s farmers’ market,
Fairmount Park holiday-decorated mansions, Longwood
Gardens Holiday Show, Jenny Rose Carey’s personal garden, the
Garden Conservancy Open Days gardens, and Temple University
Ambler Arboretum.

Community Service and Outreach
Community Service and Outreach has always been important to
the Doylestown Nature Club. To that end, scholarships are
awarded every year. The club grants three Central Bucks high
school seniors scholarships to continue their education in the
natural sciences. Up to three scholarships are awarded yearly to
Delaware Valley University and Temple University Ambler
students majoring in fields related to conservation, landscape
architecture, environmental science, or wildlife management.
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The club continues to support the New Britain Food Larder
twice a year through members’ food contributions. The club has
also donated items to A Woman’s Place, a local shelter, and to
“Scarves for Troops” a program of Blue Star Mothers of
America, Inc.
In the 1960’s the Community Activity Council of Doylestown
raised money for town improvements. In conjunction with the
Doylestown Nature Club and other community organizations,
many town projects were undertaken. By 2007, the
only surviving member of that group, Frank N. Gallagher,
wanted to contribute the remaining
balance of the treasury to an
organization that had similar
goals. He chose the Doylestown
Historical Society. In appreciation,
the President of the DHS, Judge Ed
Ludwig, presented Frank with an Alan
Fetterman painting of the old stone 1775 farmhouse ‘Silva
Vocat’(the Forest Calls) on Henry Mercer’s Fonthill
property. That is the farmhouse that was renovated in 1917 by
Mercer for the Nature Club’s meetings. During his life Henry
Mercer and the Doylestown Nature Club had a very close
association so Frank and Jeanette Gallagher, a DNC member,
gifted the painting to the Doylestown Nature Club. The
Doylestown Nature Club in 2012
gave the Doylestown Historical
Society the painting and all of its
records from previous years for
safekeeping and research. The
painting will hang in the DHS
galleries at 56 South Main Street for all to enjoy. This decision
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acknowledges the importance of the club to the Doylestown
community and reflects our commitment to preserving the
traditions and goals of the club into the future.
Between 2008 and 2015 the speed and depth of technological
advances were breathtaking. The DNC saw the development of
its own Facebook page and website. Our newsletter and all
other club-related communications were sent to the majority of
members via email. The digital revolution became most
apparent when 21st century email addresses were added to the
yearly members’ directory along with traditional 20th century
mailing addresses.
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The Doylestown Nature Club (DNC) continued its’ rich history of love
of nature, education, community service, and beautification with a
packed agenda of talks, trips and service.

Provide a Love of Nature
Birds, Insects, Wildflowers, and Native Plants
Naturalist Mary Ann Borge taught us about the “Natural Web” in
which plants support insects and insects support birds and how plants
support animals. Temple Ambler native plant expert Kathleen
Salisbury told us that many insects require specific plants for pollen
and how native plants support native insects. We traveled by bus to
tour Mt. Cuba in April 2018. Curtis Cowgill told us about his trip to
Antarctica and all about penguins. Tom Stanton taught us about birds
of prey and introduced us to his Peregrine Falcon and Harris Hawk.
Noted birder Peter Bacinski taught us all about Woodpeckers. We
learned how to plant gardens to attract butterflies and birds. We
learned to plant gardens to attract hummingbirds and how to plant
berries to feed birds and humans. We learned about the Monarch
Butterflies’ incredible journey and were encouraged to plant milk
weed to feed Monarch caterpillars.
Anita Collins, PhD, told us about
her adventures tracking and
researching killer bees. Club
members toured the Phillip A
Lampi Beneficial Insect Lab at the
New Jersey Department of
Agriculture and learned about
research on both beneficial and harmful insects. In June the club
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communes with nature at Peace Valley
Park where we enjoy a picnic lunch,
exchange plants, get our garden tools sharpened by Jesse Howe, and
even planted sedums in tea cups.
Flower species, Gardening Methods, and Floral Design
The club toured the hydroponic and aquaponics labs at Delaware
Valley University and learned how to grow
lettuce in water using excrement from
tilapia as fertilizer. We toured Solebury
Orchards to learn about fruit from bud to
table. We learned how fruit trees are
grafted and how apple cider is made. Beth Davis of Waldor Orchids
taught us that orchids, the largest plant family,
are not difficult to grow, just different, and
require an East or South window. We learned
from Naturalist Mary Ann Borge that Asters,
which include golden ragwort, dandelions and
ragweed, are the second largest plant family
and very important for pollinators. We
learned that peonies are known as the jewel of
the garden. Nicole Juday Rhoads, from PHS,
gave us the history of roses, which have been cultivated since 1500
BC. We then toured Wyck Historic Rose Garden, the oldest rose
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garden in America, in Germantown,
PA. Rose bushes grown at Wyck are
from 80 to 250 years old. Walter
Cullerton, President of the American
Conifer Society, taught us about
conifers which decorate the garden
12 months of the year. Jenny Rose
Carey taught us about shade
gardening. The club toured Grounds for Sculpture in New Jersey to
learn about water lilies and lotus plants. We toured the grounds to
see the lotus flowers in bloom. We had a wonderful lunch at “Rats
Restaurant,” eating beside an artist’s reproduction of “Monet’s Water
Lily Pond”. After
lunch the
leading
horticulturalist
taught us about
Lotus Plants and
how each part of the plant is used. Club members toured Jenkins
Arboretum & Gardens which has one of the most significant
collections of Rhododendrons and azaleas in the country. Priscilla
Gene W. Shaffer, Professor at Temple University Ambler, explained
the theory and global influences behind the creative process of flower
arranging. Award
winning florist
Heather Townes
demonstrated the skill
of flower
arrangement and
three lucky club
members each took
home an
36

History of Doylestown Nature Club
arrangement. There was a bow making workshop and for three years
a Boxwood tree Christmas Holiday workshop was conducted where
we created our own floral design to decorate our holiday tables.
Landscape Design
John Bartram, as played by Kirk Brown, entertained us at our annual
luncheon with his life
story collecting plants
from Lake Ontario to
Florida and shipping
their seeds to
England. The
horticultural history
of America began with Bartram’s discovery and identification of new
plants and America’s first rare plant, the Franklinia tree. Club
members then toured Bartram’s Garden and home in Philadelphia.
Marta McDowell,
horticulturalist,
historian, and
author, also
entertained us at
another of our
annual luncheons with “The World of Laura
Ingalls Wilder” or the Frontier Landscapes
of the 1860’s. The prairie landscapes
inspired
the
new
prairie
garden
and are
the
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epicenter of the native plant movement. Fredrick Law Olmsted, as
played by Kirk Brown, was the father of landscape architecture and
entertained us at a luncheon. Olmsted created public parks in urban
spaces and initiated the conservation movement. Over 50 club
members boarded a bus and did a 5-mile walking tour of Olmsted’s
famous New York City Central
Park. Club members also toured
the former Philadelphia estate of
the Haas family “Stoneleigh”
which is a property originally
designed by the sons of Fredrick
Law Olmsted. As part of studying
landscape design and garden
restoration the club toured the Historic Highlands Mansion and
Gardens which were the summer residence of the Anthony Morris
family starting in 1796. The garden
was created in 1815 and planted with
many varieties of boxwood which was
the traditional garden style at the
time. The club toured PHS’s
Meadowbrook Farm and was greeted
by Jenny Rose Carey. Meadowbrook is
an 80-year-old garden designed in 1936 as a series of garden rooms
to celebrate the Garden-AsArt with structural focal
points such as gazebos and
statues. Club members
toured Greenwood Gardens
in Shorthills, NJ which is an
early twentieth century
garden with formal Italianate gardens graced by colorful tiles and
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rustic stone tea houses with views of the surrounding wooded
hillsides.

Education
PHS Membership
The Club became a member of the Philadelphia Horticultural Society
(PHS) in 2018. As a result, the DNC receives a lecture each year given
by a PHS speaker.
Environmental and Historical Preservation of Bucks County
In 2018 our monthly meeting and
tour was conducted at Fonthill Castle.
We learned about Henry Mercer’s
association with the club as we met
in the Pavilion Room and Terrace. In
1928 Mercer converted the Fonthill
garage into a DNC meeting place
(Pavilion and Terrace) which was used
for DNC meetings until the 1970’s. We
learned that Mercer built a monument,
dedicated to past members of the
Nature Club, which is located at the
south entrance to Fonthill. We
attended an art exhibit at Princeton
University “American Art and the
Environment” which traced the
evolution of the environmental
movement through art. We saw original John Audubon paintings of
birds, the original drawing of NYC Central Park by Olmsted, and went
to dinner. William Wilson, Chairman Bucks County Covered Bridge
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Society, educated us about the preservation of 12 of the original 50
covered bridges in Bucks County. Over the years, preservationist and
historian Jeffrey Marshall lectured us on the barns and homes of
Bucks County and on the Delaware River Towns. The Delaware River
Keepers gave us recommended plantings for river conservation and
discussed issues of concern for the Delaware river watershed. Susan
Taylor, Executive Director of the Friends of the Delaware Canal,
explained the challenges of maintaining and restoring the canal. The
canal has preserved green space for over 90 species of birds and is
home to endangered species such as the red-bellied turtle.
Influence of Women on the Garden Movement
Jenny Rose Carey taught us the
history of the pioneering women
who studied horticulture and
landscape design from 1900-1940.
We really dressed fashionably to
learn from luncheon speaker Bridget
Kelley Huzar how gardens influenced

fashion and how these parallel art forms influenced culture.
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Community Service and Beautification
The club continued to support the New Britain food Larder through
members’ food contributions and cash contributions using GIANT
Cash for Causes which provides fresh meat and vegetables for those
in need.
In addition to selling GIANT Cash for Causes debit cards and holding
raffles, the club registered as a charity under Amazon Smile to raise
money to support its donations to AARK, Bowman’s Hill Wildflower
Preserve, Bucks County SPCA, and Peace Valley Nature Center.
In 2019 the club donated to the Doylestown Environmental
Commission’s 200 Years Plant 200 Trees project.
The club raised community awareness by sponsoring a lecture on
Lyme Disease Prevention and a lecture
on Equestrian Therapy by Ivy Hill
Equestrian where we learned how
horses help heal humans.
Scholarships continued to be given to
students majoring in environmental
studies or related fields at Temple
University Ambler, Delaware Valley University and to three seniors
from the three Central
Bucks High Schools.
The club conducted plant
exchanges at Fonthill’s
Earth Day celebrations. In
2018 the DNC dedicated
to Rolo, Henry Mercer’s
dog, the Black Cherry tree
41

The Years 2016-2020
that the DNC planted in 2012. Rolo died under a Black Cherry tree. In
2019 three Nyssa sylvatica (common name Black Tupelo) trees were
planted at Fonthill in memory of deceased members of the DNC. This
eastern North American native tree’s flowers have nectar for bees
and the fruits are loved by birds. The club also erected a bluebird box.
Since 2018 a DNC member, Lois McClintock, has seasonally planted
the two planters at the Fonthill Castle entrance.
Several
members of the
DNC completed
the PHS Tree
Tenders
Course. As part
of PHS the DNC
formed a Tree
Tenders Group
for the purpose of applying for PHS tree grants..
In 2019 a self-guided tour of the
Trees of Fonthill Arboretum and
Bird Sanctuary was created by
club members, posted on the
Fonthill Website, and tours given
by Club members. In 2020 the
Little Stone House in the Woods
Tile Mold was donated to Fonthill
for the purpose of Fonthill and
the Mercer Museum profiting by selling the tiles
in their gift shops.
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